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96-303 December 7, 1 996 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
JORNS URGES GRADS TO 'LIVE IN INTERESTING TIMES' 
CHARLESTON -- Reject existing in quiet desperation and dare to live in 
interesting times, Eastern Illinois University President David Jorns told more than 
600 students graduating during Saturday's commencement ceremonies. 
In his speech to graduates, Jorns turned the tables on the ancient Chinese 
curse, "May you live in interesting times," as he encouraged graduates to not fear, 
but actually embrace lives full of upheaval, change and challenge. 
"Most of us would prefer to live our lives on very narrow, predictable 
tracks," Jorns said. "But the safe, the routine, the quiet desperation we all pursue 
may be a path to that most mundane and pervasive of all evils - the evil of 
intolerance." 
Jorns told graduates that often, a threat to one's routine can be seen as a 
threat to one's security and the fear can become irrational. 
"We become susceptible to intolerance, bigotry and prejudice and begin to 
see our fellow human beings as the very devil, because we are narrow, trapped and 
ignorant," Jorns said. 
A university education lights the lamp of knowledge in people, he said, 
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knowledge which should dissipate the twin stupidities of intolerance and bigotry. 
He urged graduates to use the ability to discriminate between choices on a rational 
basis, an ability, he said, that was cultivated throughout their college careers by the 
dedicated faculty at Eastern. 
"You are forever anointed as educated men and women," Jorns said. "If you 
are truly educated, you will know that there are always exceptions to the rule, and 
that when it comes to whole races of mankind, neither inductive nor deductive 
reasoning is valid." 
"Educated men and women know that difference is not a threat to their 
safety, that one's skin, language, or approach to God is not an affront or a 
challenge to decency and order, but merely a difference," he noted. 
Jorns asked graduates, as they leave Eastern, to remember what they've 
learned about choice and reasoning these past few years. He said their education, 
and the tolerance it fosters, will guide them throughout life and make living in 
interesting times a blessing, rather than a curse. 
Student Body President Jason Anselment of Dahlgren told the graduates that 
their futures are a reflection of the past. "Like the first day you stepped foot on 
campus, today marks the beginning to a new life with new challenges, new 
successes and new failures." 
He challenged the graduates to make the world a better place. "As I look out 
at all of you and think about how you have approached the challenge of what was 
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once a new life here at EIU, I have a vision of a better tomorrow. I have a vision of 
individuals just like you, working together in communities, just like ours, attempting 
to seize the opportunity of making our state, our country, and our world a better 
place for our children and our grandchildren." 
Other speakers were Dr. Mack W. Hollowell of Charleston (chairperson) and 
Keith Branson of Mattoon, EIU Board of Trustees; Jim Wilhelm of Peoria, president 
of the Alumni Association; and Gail Richard of Charleston, chairperson of the 
Faculty Senate. 
Honorees included members of Eastern's Student Marshal Corps, the official 
ushers for commencement, and faculty marshals Ken Hadwiger, professor emeritus 
of speech communication, and Ron Leathers, associate professor of English, who 
will retire in January. 
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